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The Director of Meteorology, Dr J.W. Zillman, said today that

on the basis of the five-month period ending 30 June lgﬁlﬂ_f}ﬁl'i

a_few relatively small pockets of severe rainfall dEflf:lEﬂL‘y
remain in Australia, Parts of the Northwest Plains, in the
vicinity of Moree, New South Wales, constitute one such area;
the other is made up of the southern section of the New South
Wales South Coast and parts of East Gippsland and northeastern
Victoria. On the basis of a three-month period, on the other
hand, a small area around Corrigin and Kondindin, in South

Central Western Australia, is also in a severely deficient
rainfall situation.

In addition to the above, some areas of the country con-
tinue to be in a state of serious rainfall deficiency. Rain-
fall in June over most of Queensland - except for parts of the
North Coast - was much below average. This has lengthened the
period of serious deficiency in the southwest of that State.
In New South Wales, much of the Hunter district and a small
area of the WNorthwest Slopes are in a similar condition for
the five-month period, despite near average June rainfall.
Much of the New South Wales Northwest Plains, and extending
over the border into Queensland's West Darling Downs, is also
seriously deficient in rainfall, on this basis. Fur ther
south, serious deficiencies continue on the South Coast and

Southern Tablelands of New South Wales ang in northeastern
Viectoria,

In contrast to the areas of ra infall deficiency, parts of
Australia received rainfall that was very much above average

for June, Most significantly, the De Grey, Fortescue and /@
Gascoyne districts in Western Australia were in this category, 4,/-_"_!
and damaging floods occurred at Carnarvon. Rainfall was also

Very much above average for June in the Southeast of Western
Australia, in the Lower North of South Australia, and in East

Central Victoria.
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INTRODUCTION

In June average to well above average rainfall occurred over most of
Southeastern Australia, much of which was associated with a storm towards
the end of the month. Falls over the far southeast of New South Wales were,
however, very much below average.

In Western Australia rain bearing systems that moved southeastwards
across the upper west coast caused very much above average June rains in
the Fortescue, West Gascoyne, Murchison and Southeast districte. In the
southwest of the State, the month's rainfall was about average apart from a
below average amount in the North Central district.

June rainfall was well below average over most of Queensland and
extending into inland northern New South Wales.

Greater than average rainfall for the three months (April to June)
was received over a wide area of country extending from the northwest coast
of Western Australia, across the interior of that State, and through South
Australia into western New South Wales and northwestern Victoria.

The West Gascoyne and Murchison districts of Western Australia
received record amounts of rain for this period. Heavy rain in May
resulted in greater than average falls for the three months April to June

between Bundaberg and Port Macquarie.

Elsewhere in southern Australia the three months' rainfall totals were
chiefly about average, the main exception being the very much below average
totals over the extreme southeast corner of the continent. Very much below
average rainfall totals for this period were also recorded in Queensland's

Far Southwest district.

Western Australia

In June very much above average rains occurred in the Fortescue, West
Gascoyne, Murchison and Southeast districts. The Kimberleys were rainless,
which is wsual for June. Elsewhere the month's rainfall was average or
above, except for a below average amount in the North Central district.

The three-month rainfall, April to June, showed a similar pattern.
There was an extensive area of very much above average rainfall extending
from the northwest coast across the interior with the West Gascoyne and
Murchison districts receiving record amounts. In the North Central
district, rainfall was much below average for this period.

Northern Territory

In June the usual rainless conditions were experienced in the southern
areas except for some isolated rain arond Nhulunbuy in the Arnhem district.

The Alice Springs district received some light falls.

The three month's rainfall, April to June, varied from above average
in the Roper-McArthur and Alice Springs districts to below average in the

' Arnhem and Victoria districts.




South Australia

June rainfall was mostly above average with well above average amonts in

the Upper and Lower North, West Central, Murray Valley and Murray Mallee
districts.

For the three months rainfall totals were above average throughout
except for average totals in the Lower Southeast district.

Districts recording very much above average totals were the Far North
and the Lower North.

Queensland

June rainfall was well below average, being rainless in many districts, the
only exceptions to this being the average to above average totals recorded
in the South Peninsula and North Coast districts.

Rainfall for the three months varied from above average in the
Herbert, East Central Coast, and Moreton districts to very much below
average in the North Peninsula and the Far Southwest districts.

New South Wales

June rainfall was mostly about average. However much above average totals
were recorded in the Lower Darling district and very much below average
totals were recorded in the Northwest Plains (East), South Coast and Snowy
Mountains districts.

The three-monthly rainfall was also mostly average. However, the
Lower Darling and Northern Tablelands (East) districts received very much
above average amounts for this period, while the South Coast and Snowy
Mountains received very much below average amounts.

Victoria

All districts received average or better than average rainfall for June.
Very much above average totals were recorded in the East Central district.

The three-monthly rainfall was well above average over most of the
west of the State and average elsewhere. Nevertheless, very much below
average totals were recorded in East Gippsland.

Tasmania

June rainfall was average, except for a below average amount in the Derwent
Valley district.

The three-monthly totals were average in all districts except Midlands
and Southeast where totals were below average.
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