Throughout the southern half of Queensland, April rainfall
has been very much below average and the rainfall deficiencies in
the southern third of the State have been exacerbated. As very

little rain is usually recorded during the next few months over
the areas of Queensland that are affected by drought there is little
prospect of relief before August or September.

A similar situation applies over the eastern half of New South
Wales and the Australian Capital Territory. Unless exceptional rain

occurs during winter, rainfall deficiencies will persist until at

least spring.

Over the Northern Territory the wet season appears to have
finished and the next five to six months are normally dry.

The map shows the extent and severity of rainfall deficien-
cies as at the end of April while the tables provide statistics

of rainfall in and near the affected areas.
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The acting Director of Meteorology, Mr R.B. Crowder, said today
that most of the eastern half of New South Wales, parts of the
Australian Capital Territory, eastern Victoria and the southern
third of Queensland, were still experiencing serious or severe
rainfall deficiencies at the end of April.
During the latter half of April, substantial and widespread
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rain fell over a lurge arca of South Atistralia, Victoria and
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southwestern New South Wales. The rain was sufficient to break
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the five-month drought over this area. In many places falls o
over 100 millinetres were yecorded
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The rain-bearing system that alleviated the drought did not
extend into Gippsiand in Victoria, or to the South Coast,

Southwest Slopes and Southern Tablelands of New South Wales.
Consequently these arcas are relatively dry and require substantial
rainfall to overcome the existing deficiencies.

In Tasmania rainfall was close to, or above, average during
April, with socme pgnod falls in the novtheast. This relieved the
dry conditions over most of the State, but there are still areas
on the east coast near Swansea that require further rain to over-

come the previous rainfall deficiencies.
_ eﬂ Widespread rain fell over Western Australia during the third
week of April as a series of cold fronts crassed the sg@gﬁﬁinh-"
Ralf of the State, brlnglng hE first signj a ;j LT *"f;r
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pastoral areas jur several years. Fﬂllnw-up Trains
few months are neéded to replenish water supplies




