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~ "There's people lying

‘ “everywhere, some of them
‘dead and some of them in-
“jured."

Sportshop owner Far-
rell Coppin had just re-
turned f[rom what had
been the downtown area of
Keefeton and couldn't he-

- lieve what a tornado had
.done to the smail commu-
nity.

"T've seen seven or eight

dead, Coppin said.
"They're just gathering
them up everywhere.

There are supposed to he
some more in the houses."
The Oklahoma Highway
Patrol, however;, had re-
ported only four deaths
and a hospital in nearby
Muskogee said three vic-
tims had been brought
there. ;

Coppin and his wife,
Lois, run a small sport-
shop and beauty salon
about a. mile from the
downtown area of Keefe-
tom. Both were at the busi-
' .ness when the twister to;
through '=b0m 5 p. D

Tt “comie " in~fiom the

est and it was a brownish
gray color," Mrs. Coppin
said. "It was just whirlin'.
I could see it on the moun-
tain where it was blowing
the trees real bad."

v ) It was something vou'd
never

box, " she added.

T just Jumped up on
everybedy," Mr. Coppin
said. "It was all over be-
. fore anybody knowed it. I
Jhoag'}t it ".\'a's just, ancther
storm. ™

‘The center of the 1own —
composed of §ix or eight
stores — was destroved. A
Continved on Page 4, Col. 1

_belever It didn't
have a 'u.mPL shape ToRdL;
it _was just & _square type.
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Continued From Page One

grocery store owned by
Otis Evans was demol-
ished and officials were
digging through the rubble
because they feared sever-
al people might be buried
there.

Paul Pierce's service
station was flattened and
Civil Defense officials
were concerned that fires,
might be ignited from the
ruptured gas lines.

Aftar the storm  had
passed, ail that was left of
Leo Grebb's Dairy Delight

drive-in was the neon sign. -

It stiil glowed. High vol-
tage lines east of the city
were also downed.

A used car lot and junk
yard owned by Keith Pur-
dom was wiped out and
the trailer where Purdom

lived was missing. Debris ,

from the businesses were
scattered

east of the main part of
town. ;

Many trees were uproot-
ed and nearly every piece
of foliage in the area had
been picked clean of its
leaves. Horses and cattle
were leit dead and crip-
pled in the fields.

into an open .
field about a mile to the

The Coppins considered
themselves lucky. ''The
tornado didn't do any dam-
age down here. It just
hailed," Mrs. Coppin said.

"Tt's just about de-
stroyed Keefeton, though,"
Mr. Coppin added.



