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! Bright Star’ exercises 7
to show U.S. commitment

LA Timee-Weshington Post Service
WASHINGTON — The United
States plans to land Marines from am-
phibious assault ships at Oman and So-
malia and drop 82nd Airborne para-
. troopers over western Egypt next

The exercise, called “Bright Star,”
would be much larger than last year's
10-day exercise around Cairo, which
involved oniy US. and Egyptian troops.
This one is tentatively expected to last
from Nov. 9 to Dec. 6 and involve U.S.

‘month in the most dramatic demonstra-
tion to date of America’s ability to aid
its friends in the region, officials said
Monday.

To underscore the emerging al-
liance, and as a reaction to pressures
from Libya, the plan calls for Egyptian
and, tentatively, Sudanese troops to join
the maneyvers in Egypt's western des-
ert abutting Libya.

ground, air and naval forces in exercises
over thousa:_:ds of miles.

“The idea is.to assure countries over
there that we could come to their aid in
a hurry,” said one official, acknowledg-
ing that fears about Libya’s stepping up
military activity in Chad and Sudan
added a sense of urgency to this second
“Bright Star” exercise. :
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